Image content and personal ownership
To be adopted on 26 May 2026
The content in this document applies to all work submitted to Herne Bay Photographic Club (HBPC)
critiques or competitions, and all external events, including inter-club battles and county/national-
level activities.

General principle: Images must be entirely the work of the Photographer. In composite images, all
component images must meet this requirement. For the avoidance of doubt, use of images from any
other source including, but not limited to, royalty free image banks and clipart, are not permitted.

Introduction

How an individual creates an image for their own use, and what source material is co-opted for
image creation, is entirely at the individual’s discretion. But, when an image is submitted alongside
the images of others into a critique, competition, or exhibition, then each participant needs to be
assured that the other participants are using only their own original work.

There is a distinction between the image content and image processing and presentation, which is at
the photographer’s discretion. Processing can utilise techniques such as selection, noise reduction,
calculated textures, montage, HDR, focus stacking and many others. Presentation may include key
lines, print paper types, print mounts, etc.

For club events, HBPC reserves the right to ask for the original image file if rule-breaking is
suspected. Photographers who enter club events with images that do not meet HBPC rules will have
their images disqualified and could be liable to sanctions by the club. Photographers who enter
county or national events with images that do not meet the rules are liable to sanctions by that
body.

Image Automation

There are now many image processing methods available in camera, or in processing software or in
plug-ins for such software, which have been refined or trained by their developers using the
characteristics of many images. The list of methods is extremely long with examples such as face-
detection focussing, raw conversion, monochrome conversion, noise reduction, focus stacking, HDR,
panorama stitching and many more. To the extent that these processes are applied only to the
photographer’s original image, or to all the photographer’s original images in a composite, then they
comply with HBPC, county and national-level rules.

Image Generation

Banks of individual textures and skies have been available for some time and there are software
systems that will overlay an imported texture or substitute a sky. Increasingly there are image
generator systems that draw on, or have been developed or trained on, content from large image
banks to create new images, via a user prompt or specification.

Any importation, whether manual or automated, of all or part of a single image or of a generated
image that includes or has been developed from the work of others, means that the resulting image
content is not entirely the work of the photographer. The resulting image then does not comply with
HBPC, county or national organisations, and is not permitted.

This may not be limited to substitution of parts of the image or imported elements or textures, some
intelligent brushes used for removing elements of the original image may also use content that has
been created by others.



Compliance

It is appreciated that the individual photographer may not be fully aware of exactly how individual
processing functions act, whether in-camera or in post-processing. However, HBPC, county and
national organisations would expect photographers to be aware of when any significant addition has
been made to an image that is not part of an original work by the photographer.

If in any doubt about the provenance of anything that is being introduced into an image by whatever
means, if that image is to be used at club, county or national level that technique should not be
implemented.



