
Resizing images for printing and for DPIs 

For printing: 

In Photoshop under the Image pulldown there are options for Image Size and Canvas Size, select 

Image Size, the remainder of the process will be similar to that described for Affinity Photo 

In Lightroom under the File pulldown select Export; this is discussed further under DPIs 

In AffinityPhoto: 

 Under the Document pulldown you will see Resize Document... and Resize Canvas… 

 Resize Canvas… leaves the image size unchanged and either increases the space around the 

it or crops it

 
 We want to size the image to suit the required print size so select Resize Document…  

 If you are resizing as preparation for printing then you need to be working in units that you 

recognise so change them to something useful, I use millimetres 

 Next check the DPI, 300 is fine, don’t go any lower 

 Make sure that the “linked” symbol between the two size dimensions is switched on (by 

default it will be), this maintains the aspect ratio. If it is greyed out (switched off) then you 

will change the two sizes independently and distort the image. 

 Select Resample method – I use Bilinear for reductions and Bicubic for enlargements, the 

latter maintains sharpness better when adding in new pixels and in either case keep the 



Resample tick box selected

 
 Now the important bit, select your image size; if you are printing onto A4 paper then your 

paper size is 297x210mm but if you are intending to mount the print then the aperture in 

your mount board will need to be smaller than that so you will need to print your image 

smaller and leave a white border 

 You’ve already composed the image carefully, either in the viewfinder or when cropping 

during post processing, so it is important that you can show the whole of the image once it is 

mounted, you do not want to hide part of the image behind the mount – it’s not how you 

composed it and it will mean that the projected image does not match the print. 

 If you are cutting the mount to fit the image, your next decision is whether to have a visible 

white border or not, if you don’t want one then you can set the image size to almost fill the 

A4 paper but if you do want a border then you will need to reduce the image size a bit more 

so as to give the desired border size 

 So if you want a white border you could change the larger of the two dimensions to 280mm, 

click on the other dimension and you will see that change to maintain the aspect ratio. As 

long as the height is below about 195mm then you will have a border of at least 7mm all 

round, if its more than that then adjust that one to achieve the required border. 

 If on the other hand, you are using a pre-cut mount board then you need to know the size of 

the aperture in that mount; the standard ones from Paper Spectrum are 280x190mm. The 

probability is that the aspect ratio of your image is not the same as that of the aperture so 

you now have two options: re-crop your image to suit the aspect ratio of the aperture or size 

the image smaller than the aperture and accept that there will be a white border 

 Once you have decided what image size you want, change one of the two dimensions in the 

dialogue box, and then click on the other, which will change to maintain the aspect ratio. If 



that is still too large then then change that one, in which case the first one will then change 

to suit 

 Now click on the Resize button, you will see the scale bars around the perimeter change and 

the image is now sized as you want it 

 If  you are working in the original native file DO NOT save it like this, you will be saving the 

reduced image file, either do a SAVEAS or print and then close without saving, (or if there 

was previous work that you hadn’t saved, after printing UNDO the resizing prior to saving) 

 With the exception of some wording differences I would expect the process in Photoshop to 

be very similar to this 

 

For DPIs 

In Photoshop go to File>Export>Export As … and the remainder of the process is probably very 

similar to AP 

Similarly in Lightroom go to File>Export 

In AffinityPhoto: 

 Go to File>Export

 
 Select the format that you want to export to, for Club use it will always be JPEG 

 You will see in the File Settings box the same the same pixel sizes that we saw previously 

when resizing the original image and again the link should be switched on (by default it will 

be) and not greyed out 



 The maximum size for DPIs for use in Club competitions, critiques etc. is 1920x1080 px, note 

that this will differ for KCPA events and may differ for away battles 

 For the sizes, the first is the width and the second is the height, unless your image has been 

cropped to 16:9 ratio it is not going to fit in both directions so choose the one that is likely to 

be critical (usually the height) and change that to the required dimension, hit return and the 

other will change to match, check that it matches or is less than the desired maximum 

dimension 

 The estimated file size is calculated, for Club purposes this doesn’t matter but there are 

cases where maximum file size as well as image size is stipulated and if your image is 

particularly intricate then your file size might be too great, in which case reduce the quality 

slightly, dropping from 100% to 98% makes a massive difference and will not be noticeable 

in the exported image 

 Now click on the Export button, navigate to the file where you want to put the image, enter 

your file name and save 

 

Pin lines 

To create a white pin line around an image you will need to use a combination of Resize Document … 

and Resize Canvas … 

In Affinity Photo, if you have already cropped the image then the cropped image is still present (it 

just isn’t showing) so increasing the canvas will reinstate it rather than adding the desired white pin 

line. To overcome this export as a JPEG then open that JPEG in AP

 

Assuming that you want a 2 pixel pin line around the image and that the critical dimension is the 

height, in Document>Resize Document … change the height to 1076 px (1080-4), then deselect 

Document>Transparent Background and in Resize Canvas … deselect the paperclip link between the 

two dimensions, change both dimensions individually (they are no longer linked) to increase them by 

4 px and select the centre anchor point. When you click on Resize you will see the pin line appear 

around the image 


