Mount Cutting for Prints

Decide where you want the print to be in the mount.




Calculate the required aperture size.

Measure the area of the print, without the white borders.
For no white inner border, subtract 2 mm from each dimension.

This makes the aperture slightly smaller than the printed area, ensuring that
no white shows through

For white inner border add (e.g.) 20 mm to each dimension.

This makes the aperture 10 mm bigger all round, providinga 10 mm (1 cm)
white inner border.

For example, for a print size of 260 mm high by 240 mm wide, allowing fora 10 mm
border all round, the required aperture size is 280 mm high by 260 mm wide.

(For no white border, the required aperture size would be 258 mm high by 238 mm
wide.)

Sketch the mount board and cutout on a sheet of paper, then
write in the aperture dimensions.

(It is worth checking the dimensions of the mount board as it isn’t always exactly
500 mm x 400 mm!)



Subtract the aperture width from the mount width and divide
the result by two. This gives us the left and right border widths.

|deally, make the top border the same.
For our example: 400-260 = 140
140+2=70

Subtract the top border, plus the print height, from the mount

height, to get the bottom border width.
For our example: 70+280 = 350

500-350 =150

If the bottom border works out to be smaller than the top one, reduce the top
border and increase the bottom one. (See previous image of a printin a black
mount as an example.)

The bottom border should always be at least as wide as the top border, and
preferably wider.

You can now cut the aperture, using the instructions supplied
with the mount cutter.
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